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greater significance than any third party nomi-
nation "since the birth of the republican
party", and expressed the opinion that "the
republican party would be injured far worse
than the democratic party.'' The editor of this
paper showed his political acumen by predicting
the election of the Democratic candidates, al-
though his political sympathies probably helped
him to this decision since he was a Democrat.856

In another opinion relative to the nomination
it was pointed out that G-eneral Weaver repre-
sented "the Western and Southern view of the
political situation. His election would mean
prosperity to these two sections without impair-
ment to the East. Able, earnest and fearless
.... He takes the field against the com-
bined forces of the two old parties, at a time
when their determination to strangle the last
breath of liberal sentiment and the last throb
of patriotism out of the minds of American
citizenship, is demonstrated by their own decla-
rations. Patriot, statesman and orator, he is
the strongest man who could possibly have
been nominated, and will go on to victory, and
the Presidency because he is the standard-
bearer of justice, honesty, principle and liberty,
which have so long been pushed aside by dis-
honesty, corruption and oppression."257

A non-partisan reception was given to G-en-
eral Weaver in Des Moines about the middle of